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be overhauled and there would be two or three months when
it would not come to the islands. It only remained for Vollard,
however, to continue to fail him* The November mail brought
a letter from the dealer ignoring Gauguin's reminders and
requests for materials, but announcing the sale of the "big
picture" for fifteen hundred francs and asking what Gauguin
wished done with the money* It seemed incredible to Gauguin
that the question needed asking. To add bitter to the gall the
dealer mentioned that he much regretted finding that he had
left until too late the despatch of the monthly allowance. The
two years of freedom from financial worry, on which Gauguin
had begun to think that he might count, were never to be
realised*
At this moment Gauguin had no debts, for he had been able to
pay everything that he owed with the funds that his Tahitian
property had brought* The terrible experiences through which
he had passed made him now all the more anxious to guard
against the possibility of finding himself again in those
financial straits that, during his last years in Tahiti, had
helped his failing health to deteriorate so rapidly and that had
made work impossible for him* When in the past he had had
materials, he had had no health or no money, or when, as now,
he had better health, it was the materials that were lacking. But
whatever he felt, he showed no bitterness or cynicism over the
continuation of the seemingly automatic perverseness of those
combinations of circumstances which prevented him from work-
ing without interruption* During the following three months,
when the schooner was being overhauled, he was again forced to
contract debts, taking a mortgage on his property* He could reflect
that he would not have known such worries if he had remained
an amateur painter, with a routine life, setting up his canvases
on Sundays and holidays as he had once done, but he would
have achieved nothing of measurable importance* He could not
have waited to venture away only when he had assured himself
of a future of orthodox and absolute security* Like others who
must create and who must make a complete change in their